COLORADO
America’s Heart of Gold

S

By Molly Marcot

harp snow-covered peaks, wide
grassy plains, deep canyons, and
cool mountain streams define the
spectacular landscape of the Centennial
State, which has enjoyed a rich history beginning with the Ute Indians who hunted
the area’s vast bison herds centuries before the arrival of Europeans. With its
stunning cliff dwelling communities, Mesa
Verde National Park embodies the rich,
diverse, and complex heritage of the
Puebloan and Navajo cultures.
In the 1850s, news of rich gold strikes
brought Easterners here in droves. Boomtowns sprung up around mines, some
growing into towns such as Denver and
Aspen, while others languished and turned
into ghost towns. Many of the latter are
preserved and open to visitors, haunting reminders of the harsh working conditions
that early miners and settlers faced. Living
history museums, such as the Four Mile
Historic Park, recount the days where traveling men and women stopped for rest on
their arduous journeys west.
Late-19th-century Colorado is filled
with the colorful stories of Buffalo Bill,
the Pony Express, homesteading, nomadic cultures of the plains Indians, and
the increasing role of the railroad. Families today can glimpse this past on rides
on the Georgetown Loop Railroad as it
winds along Devil’s Gate Bridge or at the
Overland Trail Museum.

SOUTHWEST
ANASAZI HERITAGE CENTER

The 10,000-square-foot museum features
the Pueblo, Navajo, and Ute cultures with
interpretive exhibits, such as a hands-on
discovery area where visitors can weave
cloth and grind corn on a mano and
metate or explore the 12th-century
Anasazi ruins 200 yards away. (970) 8825600 or www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ahc.html

We’ve selected the very best history
sites in Colorado for you, places where you
can see the Old West in all its true color, set
amidst breathtaking scenery. We’ve broken
the state into seven geographic regions to
help you plan your trip.
Remember to call ahead and check
web sites for seasonal hours and events;

some outdoor locations remain open
only during the spring and summer
months due to the heavy accumulation
of snow during the fall and winter.
For more information on these places
and others in Colorado and around the
country, visit us at www.heritagesites.com.
Travel safely!

CANYONS OF THE
ANCIENTS NATIONAL
MONUMENT

DURANGO AND
SILVERTON NARROW
GAUGE RAILROAD
AND MUSEUM

This 164,000-acre monument park boasts
more than 6,000 recorded archeological
sites, making it the richest outdoor museum in North America. Visitors can
park near and walk among the ruined
sandstone walls, towers, and kivas,
(ceremonial rooms), of the Ancestral
Puebloan Sand Canyon, Painted Hand,
and Lowry Pueblos. (970) 882-5600 or
www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nm/canm.html

The Denver & Rio Grande Railway completed the narrow, three-foot gauge rail
line in 1882 to transport gold and silver
ore from Durango, up 3,000 feet through
the rugged San Juan Mountains to Silverton. Today visitors can enjoy a 45-minute
ride in Victorian-era steam locomotives or
open-aired contemporary cars. (970) 2472733 or www.durangotrain.com
SPRING 2010

HT 89

GUNNISON PIONEER MUSEUM

WILDFLOWER
CAPITAL OF
COLORADO.

Even the cowboys
take notice.

This five-acre site contains 62 antique
cars and 11 buildings, including a dairy
barn, schoolhouse, and post office. The
museum’s narrow gauge train is a Denver
& Rio Grande Engine #268, complete
with flanger, gondola, boxcar, livestock
car, and caboose. (970) 641-4530 or
www.pioneertrainmuseum.org

MESA VERDE
NATIONAL PARK
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Ancestral Puebloans, who lived in Mesa
Verde between 600 and 1300 C.E., built
the most extensive network of cliff
dwellings in North America, including the
150-room Cliff Palace complex, which is
nestled into the 324-foot wide, 89-foot
deep natural cave along the Cliff Canyon
wall. The onsite Chapin Mesa Archaeological Museum features timelines, prehistoric
artifacts, and dioramas on Ancestral
Puebloan culture. (970) 529-4465 or
www.nps.gov/meve

RIDGWAY RAILROAD MUSEUM
GunnisonCrestedButte.com · 877.448.1406

Southwest Colorado

Located at the start of the Rio Grande
Southern Railroad, this 1,000-squarefoot museum highlights the history of
railroading in the Ouray County area
and includes model trains and rail
equipment. Visitors can also see rolling
stock outside the building, such as a Rio
Grande stock car #5574 and engine #42.
www.ridgwayrailroadmuseum.com

UTE INDIAN MUSEUM

Travel our National Scenic
Byway, Trail of the Ancients,
through the Archaeological
Heartland of America:

This 10,000-square-foot museum lies
on the original eight-acre homestead of
19th-century Ute Indian Chief Ouray
and his wife Chipeta. Visitors can view
a 20-minute video on the traditional
Bear Dance, during which Ute warriors
courted women. Three exhibits explore
Ute history, featuring original photographs and artifacts, such as elaborately
beaded moccasins, buckskin dresses, and
Chief Ouray’s ceremonial outfit he wore
in 1880 to negotiate a peace treaty after
the Meeker Massacre. (970) 249-3098 or
www.coloradohistory.org/hist_sites/uteindian/
ute_Indian.htm

H O V E N W E E P N AT I O N A L M O N U M E N T

Visit…

Mesa Verde National Park
2 National Monuments
Ute Tribal Park
Journey Through Time and Create
Your Own Adventure
www.mesaverdecountry.com
800-253-1616

NORTHWEST
ASHCROFT GHOST TOWN

In 1880, silver strikes by 23 prospectors
turned the humble mining camp of
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Castle Creek Valley, in the Elk Mountains
into a boomtown of 2,000 within three
years. Within half a decade the deposits
dried up and the citizens left. Summer
ghost guides lead visitors on a 60-minute
tour through the 12 original wood structures, including three hotels, a newspaper
office, and a jail, as well as a reconstructed
blacksmith shop and laundry. (970) 9253721 or www.heritageaspen.org/ac.html

HISTORIC BRECKENRIDGE

Miners established this town during the
Pikes Peak Gold Rush of 1859 and named
it after Vice President John Breckinridge.
Ninety-minute guided tours of the 249building district begin at the welcome
center and explore through a theatre, barbershop, courthouse, and churches. Seven
additional sites, notably the Barney Ford
Museum, home of an escaped slave and
civil rights leader, and the Lomax Placer
Mine, an 1860s hydraulic surface mine,
offer guided tours as well. (800) 980-1859
or www.breckheritage.com

INDEPENDENCE
GHOST TOWN

In 1879, gold drew 1,500 people to this
town. By 1888 most prospectors had relocated to nearby Aspen, leaving Independence a ghost town. Self-guided tours of the
remaining six structures include a stamp
mill, boarding houses, and stables. (970)
925-3721 or www.heritageaspen.org/indep.html

NORTH PARK
PIONEER MUSEUM

Exhibits inside this 1882 ranch-style home
depict westward settlement from the early
mining days. Self-guided tours through the
27 themed rooms include an antique toy
room, a kitchen with a coal range, schoolroom with sewing cards, army room with
World War II army and navy uniforms,
and buggy shed with a 1936 Dodge. (970)
723-3282 or www.northparkvisitorsbureau.com

WHITE RIVER MUSEUM

The 1880 U.S. army officers’ quarters
has been converted into a museum documenting the history of Meeker and the
Ute tribe. Unique artifacts on display
include Chief Colorow’s peace pipe,
the hand printing press that was used
to produce the Meeker Herald, photos
of Teddy Roosevelt with his handwritten
comments on the importance of military
service, and a Victorian wreath made
of human hair. (970) 878-9982 or
www.meekercolorado.com/museum.htm
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Car #5400. Locomotive exhibits feature a
90-foot “Armstrong” turntable and artifacts, such as Otto Kuhler oil paintings and
William Henry Jackson photographs. (800)
365-6263 or www.coloradorailroadmuseum.org
The 1878 Pearce Cabin is one of many
original historic buildings at Clear Creek
History Park, where historians and reenactors re-create 19th-century ranch life.

FRONT RANGE
ARGO GOLD MILL
AND MUSEUM

This 1910 gold mine mill sits at the entrance of the 4.16-mile Argo Tunnel located in the heart of Idaho Springs historic
district. Visitors can view rock-drilling
demonstrations in the mine tunnel during
a 60-minute guided tour; a mining and
milling museum displays grinding equipment and fire ore pieces. (303) 567-2421 or
www.historicargotours.com

BUFFALO BILL
MUSEUM AND GRAVE

William Frederick “Buffalo Bill” Cody
gained fame from his experience riding for
the Pony Express, killing 4,860 buffalo in
an eight-month period, and creating the
popular traveling Wild West Show. A
5,000-square-foot museum displays his
buckskin coats, shotguns, and costumes. A
17-minute video explores his controversial
hero status and relationship with the plains
Indians. His grave is located on Lookout
Mountain, 200 yards from the museum.
(303) 526-0744 or www.buffalobill.org

©

SCOTT DRESSEL - MARTIN , GOLDEN HISTORY MUSEUMS

CLEAR CREEK HISTORY PARK

This late 19th-century mountain ranch
features 10 original structures including
two cabins, a blacksmith shop, schoolhouse, and bee yard. Two blocks to the
northwest is the Astor House Museum,
an 1867 boarding house, and Golden
History Center, a museum containing
Golden area artifacts. (303) 278-3557
or www.goldenhistorymuseums.org

COLORADO
RAILROAD MUSEUM

The 15-acre rail yard features a reconstructed 1880s depot, roundhouse, depot,
general store, and more than 100 train
cars including a Rio Grande Southern
#0404 Caboose and a Coors Refrigerator

GEORGETOWN-SILVER
PLUME NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK DISTRICT

Clear Creek runs along the 19th-century
mining towns of Georgetown and Silver
Plume, which contain reconstructed historic buildings, such as the 1867 Hamill
House and the 1875 Hotel de Paris.
During the summer months, the narrow
gauge Georgetown Loop steam locomotive takes visitors 3.1 miles through
Clear Creek Valley and past the Lebanon
Silver Mine. Walking tours of the mine
are available for visitors who want to
see hard rock veined with silver inside
the 1870s tunnel. (303) 569-2504 or
www.colorado.com/Articles.aspx?aid=42175

MACGREGOR RANCH MUSEUM

Founded in 1873 by the mountain ranching MacGregor family, this working cattle
ranch remains the oldest of its kind in
operation. The 1896 ranch house has
been converted into a museum containing
MacGregor family artifacts, including
diaries, clothing, and mineral collections.
Visitors can explore the 42 buildings on
the 1,200-acre site, including the milk
house, smokehouse, and blacksmith shop.
(970) 586-3749 or www.macgregorranch.org

MEEKER HOME MUSEUM

Nathan Meeker, agricultural editor of the
New York Tribune , began the “Union
Colony of Colorado” here, a utopian
community established within a town he
named after his boss, Horace Greeley.
Costumed interpreters lead visitors on
45-minute guided tours through the restored bedrooms that contain Meeker’s
clock and bed stand, kitchen, and 1870 parlor. (970) 350-9220 or www.greeleygov.com/
museums/MeekerHome.aspx

STANLEY HOTEL AND MUSEUM

F. O. Stanley, inventor of the steam automobile, built this hotel in 1909. Today it
remains a historic landmark in Estes Park,
Colorado’s oldest tourist town. Located 0.6
miles from the hotel, this museum contains
exhibits on automotive history, featuring
steam cars such as a 1909 Model R Stanley Roadster and Stanley’s airbrush portraits of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
Visitors can take a 90-minute guided tour

of the historic hotel that leaves from the
basement lobby. (970) 577-1903 or
www.stanleymuseum.org

TIMBERLANE FARM MUSEUM

Costumed interpreters demonstrate farming techniques of this working farm in Big
Thompson Valley. Visitors can take selfguided tours of the 20-acre site and watch
docents cut fleece and operate tractors,
cultivators, and milking machinery. (970)
663-7348 or www.timberlanefarmmuseum.org

EASTERN PLAINS
CENTENNIAL VILLAGE MUSEUM
Adjacent to Island Grove Park, this
five-acre outdoor museum showcases
original and replicated structures, including 20th-century German and Swedish
homesteads, which were moved here in
1976. Visitors can take self-guided walking tours and view the late 19th-century
cottage, chuck wagon, carpenter house,
and a 1910 train depot. (970) 350-9220
or www.greeleyhistory.org/pages/centennial_
village.html

HERE’S A PLACE W
WHERE TIME TRAVEL ISN’T MAKE-BELIEVE.

WHERE YOU CAN TRACE THE VERY FOOTSTEPS OF HISTORY.

THERE’S A PLACE WHERE THE PAST AND THE PRESENT WALK HAND-IN-HAND.

COME AND REFLECT IN THIS PLACE.

PLAN YOUR SUMMER VACATION TODAY AT COLORADO.COM.

The 1910 depot, which once served both
Chicago’s Rock Island Rocket and Union
Pacific railroads, is now home to a restored
railroad office and a western saddle boxcar.
The museum contains Native American
artifacts such as Arapahoe arrowheads,
pottery, and clothing. The exhibit building
offers displays of a prairie kitchen, barbershop, and Cheyenne tipi. (719) 775-8605
or www.ourjourney.info/MyJourneyDestinations/
LimonHeritageMuseum.asp

OLD TOWN MUSEUM

This reconstructed six-acre village contains
21 restored 19th-and-20th-century buildings, including the 1889 depot, 1911
schoolhouse, 1921 church, and longhorn
saloon. The heritage hall museum features
a chuck wagon, tractors, and World-War-II
uniforms. Audio boxes inside each structure enable visitors to hear recollections
from contemporaries of the period. (719)
346-7382 or www.burlingtoncolo.com/
old-town-museum.htm

OVERLAND TRAIL MUSEUM

This museum takes its name from the
Overland stage route of the Oregon Trail,

which was the most traveled road of its
time. Designed to look like a trading fort, it
contains exhibits and artifacts that include
the sunbonnets and wedding dresses belonging to 19th-century pioneers. The fiveacre grounds feature a schoolhouse,
blacksmith shop, church, and granary with
branding irons and saddles. (970) 522-3895
or www.sterlingcolo.com/pages/dept/plr/
museum.php

WRAY MUSEUM

This 13,500-square-foot museum presents
local Wray area history from a life-size
model of a bison to a 1960s Red Cross
“Gray Ladies” uniform. Exhibits also include an 1863 Mountain Howitzer cannon
used against several plains tribes during the
1868 Battle of Beecher Island, an 1861
Steinway Square baby grand piano, and
Korean-War-era uniforms. (970) 332-5063
or www.wrayco.net/museum.html

DENVER AREA
BLACK AMERICAN
WEST MUSEUM

This museum documents the history of
black western pioneers with memorabilia,
letters, photographs, and oral histories.
The homestead exhibit displays educational panels and artifacts from Dearfield,
a black pioneer town founded in 1910.
The military exhibit offers artifacts of
Buffalo Soldiers, a black Civil War U.S.
army regiment. (303) 482-2242 or
www.blackamericanwestmuseum.com

COLORADO HISTORY MUSEUM

Commissioned by the Works Project Administration in the 1930s and completed
by Colorado artists in 1977, this 200,000square-foot museum contains a theater and
dioramas illustrating 10,000 years of Colorado’s history. A combination ticket admits visitors to the Byers-Evans House
Museum, located two blocks northwest.
The Evans family lived in the 1889 Victorian house for 80 years. The two-story museum features 19th-century furnishings,
wallpaper, and artwork. (303) 866-3682 or
www.coloradohistory.org

FORNEY TRANSPORTATION
MUSEUM

This extensive 70,000-square-foot museum
of antique cars began as the personal collection of industrialist J. D. Forney and has
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Fully operational, and still bearing the
original paint, the antique Kit Carson
County Carousel twirls its riders at 12
miles per hour, a thrilling speed at the
turn of the century.

grown to showcase more than 500 transportation exhibits, including a Big Boy
Union Pacific #4005 steam locomotive and
Amelia Earhart’s Gold Bug Kissel auto.
Self-guided tours lead through the “Anything with Wheels” exhibit, which contains
steam tractors and carriage wagons. Children can ride on an operational full-scale
20th-century Cagney steam engine train.
(303) 297-1113 or www.forneymuseum.org

FOUR MILE HISTORIC PARK

Situated along the banks of Cherry Creek,
the Four Mile House was once the Denver
stop on the Cherokee Trail, which ran
from Tahlequah, Oklahoma to Fort
Bridger, Wyoming. Today costumed interpreters offer 45-minute guided tours
through the 1859 home; visitors can take a
self-guided tour of the 12-acre park, which
contains a recreated former tavern and
inn, bee house, three barns, as well as
19th-century demonstrations of quilting
and blacksmithing. (720) 865-0800 or
www.fourmilepark.org

HIWAN HOMESTEAD MUSEUM

This 17-room rustic lodge features a
collection of artifacts, including Navajo
blankets and Pueblo pottery, that illustrate
how settlers lived in the mountains during
the summer between 1890 and 1930.
Self-guided tours of the recreated rooms
include a Gothic-inspired chapel and
a carpentry and printing workshop.
(720) 497-7650 or www.co.jefferson.co.us/
openspace/openspace_T56_R10.htm

LARIMER SQUARE

Denver’s first post office, theatre, and
meeting hall, built on Larimer Street in
the 1870s, still stand as part of the city’s
16-building historic district. The Larimer
Square historic walking tour begins in
the lobby of the Granite building, and
travels through the Kettle Arcade and
Lincoln Hall, which were once used for
parties and dancing. (303) 534-2367 or
www.larimersquare.com
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COURTESY OF THE KIT CARSON COUNTY CAROUSEL ASSOCIATION

LIMON HERITAGE MUSEUM
AND RAILROAD PARK

MOLLY BROWN
HOUSE MUSEUM

Located in Denver’s Capitol Hill district,
this 1889 Victorian mansion once belonged to “unsinkable” Titanic survivor
Molly Brown who famously seized control
of a lifeboat and searched successfully for
survivors. The three-story museum offers
45-minute guided tours through the

kitchen, bedrooms, and living room containing original artifacts, such as Brown’s
books, cooking utensils, and polar bear skin
rug. (303) 832-4092 or www.mollybrown.org

WINGS OVER THE ROCKIES
AIR & SPACE MUSEUM

This 150,000-square-foot museum,
housed in a 1939 Hangar #1 on the

PIKES PEAK AND CENTRAL ROCKIES
COLORADO SPRINGS
PIONEER MUSEUM

Located in the restored 1903 El Paso
County Courthouse, this museum contains
exhibits on the history of the Pikes Peak
Region. It features 40,000 objects, including Indian porcupine quillwork, clothing,
tools, and mining gear. Visitors can see a
reconstructed section of the house lived in
by Helen Hunt Jackson (1830–1885), an
Indian rights activist. (719) 385-5990 or
www.springsgov.com/SectionIndex.aspx?
SectionID=38

FORT GARLAND MUSEUM
AND PIKE’S STOCKADE

Built in 1858, the fort quickly became
the center of U.S. Army operations against
the Ute Indians. The museum features a
recreation of Kit Carson’s quarters and a
40-panel display on the Buffalo Soldiers, a
black U.S. army regiment, with displays of
rare photographs and artifacts highlighting
the crucial role of the 9th Cavalry. (719)
379-3512 or www.coloradohistory.org/
hist_site/ft_garland

LEADVILLE HISTORIC
DISTRICT

Fifty-eight historic buildings in the block
downtown date back to the city’s frontier
period. Sites include Tabor Opera House,
the park commemorating the world’s
largest ice palace, and the Healy House, an
1878 Greek Revival home that features
Victorian furnishings of Leadville pioneers,
such as silver tycoon, Horace Tabor. (719)
486-3900 or www.leadville.com/walktour

HISTORIC MANITOU SPRINGS

This 138-year-old-town boasts a plethora
of historic sites such as the three-building
Cripple Creek District Museum, the Victorian Miramont Castle, a 46-room estate
where visitors can sip high tea, and the
Ghost Town Museum, featuring a blacksmith’s shop, saloon, and stable, among

other reconstructions, filled with thousands of artifacts. (800) 642-2567 or
www.manitousprings.org

MOLLIE KATHLEEN
GOLD MINE

After discovering quartz veined with gold
in 1891, Mollie Kathleen Gortner became
the first woman in Cripple Creek, Colorado, to stake a mining claim. Production
continued for the next 70 years, producing
more than $100 million worth of gold.
Forty-minute guided tours include a ride in
a miner’s cage down 1,000 feet into a gold
mine. Visitors can also see demonstrations
of a 1890s steam hoist, jack leg drills, and
slushers in underground mining. (719) 6892466 or www.goldminetours.com

NATIONAL MINING HALL
OF FAME AND MUSEUM

This 71,000-square-foot museum highlights the history of mining through 22
dioramas depicting early gold miners,
hands-on exhibits, and the Fluorescent
Room, which contains minerals that fluoresce under black light. Visitors can follow
the mine-gauge track in a reconstructed
hard rock mine, see a 23-ounce gold piece
from the local Little Jonny Mine, and read
the biographies of industry inductees. (719)
486-1229 or www.mininghallfofame.com

PRORODEO HALL OF FAME
AND MUSEUM OF THE
AMERICAN COWBOY

This 30,000-square-foot museum, dedicated to a sport that was originally a daily
activity of working cowboys, contains the
Hall of Champions with recent inductees,
two 20-minute multimedia presentations
on the early rodeo, and many exhibits
documenting rodeo history through artifacts, such as a saddle used by Cody
Wright in the 2008 Bronc Riding World
Championship. (719) 528-4764 or
www.prorodeohalloffame.com

for mer grounds of Lowry Air Force
Base, has 36 unique aircraft on exhibit,
including a 1938 B-18A Bolo and a
World-War-I-era Eagle Fokker D.VII.
Four exhibits examine the history of
avionics. Visitors can view World-War-I
fighter pilot uniforms and sit inside a F-4
Phantom II cockpit. (303) 360-5360 or
www.wingsmuseum.org

ROCK LEDGE RANCH

This 277-acre living history farm museum
contains outdoor exhibits that depict life in
four areas central to the Pikes Peak region.
Visitors can take self-guided tours of the
1775 Ute Indian exhibit, which contains
original tipis, the 1860’s Galloway homestead, the 1880’s Chambers home and
ranch with blacksmith shop, and the 1907
Edwardian country estate. (719) 578-6777
or www.rockledgeranch.com

SOUTH PARK CITY MUSEUM

This recreated 19th-century mining town
contains seven original structures and 27
restored buildings, including a brewery,
dentist office, schoolhouse, and stagecoach barn. Visitors can see an arrastra
ore crusher, a Wilfley separating table

used to recycle metal in the mining display, and costumed interpreters leading
horses in the corral. (719) 836-2387 or
www.southparkcity.org

UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE ACADEMY

Established in 1954 during the Cold War,
the Air Force’s premiere military school
boasts a 31,600-square-foot visitors center
that features exhibits exploring how the
academy builds the moral, academic, athletic, and military character of their cadets,
in addition to a survey of Air Force history
dating back to its early years as a junior
branch of the U.S. Army. A 250-seat theater plays a 14-minute film on the academy
life of a cadet. Self-guided tours of the
18,000-acre campus include the honor
court, field house, Arnold Hall, and cadet
chapel. (719) 333-2025 or www.usafa.af.mil

WESTERN MUSEUM OF
MINING AND INDUSTRY

This 17,000-square-foot museum, located
on a 27-acre site, showcases the history of
technological metallurgy in the Pikes Peak
region with an 18-minute video on early
mining camps in the West, and exhibits on
drill operating and gold panning. Sixty-

Trinidad - a
True West
Town

minute guided tours let visitors see a fullscale underground gold mine reconstruction, a recreated 1890 assay office,
and an operable 1895 Corliss 500-horsepower steam engine. (800) 752-6558 or
ww.wmmi.org

SOUTHEAST
BENT’S OLD FORT
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Located in the mountain branch section of
the Santa Fe Trail, this reconstructed 1833
fur trading post was once the center for
Charles Bent and Ceran St. Vrain’s booming fur trading business with the Southern
Cheyenne and Arapaho. Visitors can view
a 20-minute film about the post’s traders
and trappers; costumed interpreters lead
60-minute guided tours through a trade
room filled with buffalo robes, a blacksmith
shop, and game room. (719) 383-5010 or
www.nps.gov/beol

BOGGSVILLE HISTORICAL SITE

Perched on the banks of the Purgatoire
River, this 1866 nine-room adobe building
was once the home of Thomas Boggs.
Later it served as the last residence of Kit
Carson. (719) 456-1358 or www.phsbc.info/

www.phsbc.info/carsonmuseum.htm

KOSHARE INDIAN MUSEUM

Located on Otero Junior College campus,
the museum displays the history of the
Indians of southwestern Colorado region.
Visitors can see Koshare dancing and
exhibits that contain paintings, baskets,
pottery, and jewelry. (719) 384-4411 or
www.kosharehistory.org

EL PUEBLO HISTORY MUSEUM

ROSEMOUNT MUSEUM

This 9,000-square-foot regional museum
contains nine exhibits on the history of
the Pueblo area, which began Spanish exploration. Visitors can see French armor,
Indian beaded pouches, and adobe fur
trader William Bent’s carved wooden chest.
(719) 583-0453 or www.coloradohistory.org/

FRANCISCO FORT MUSEUM

www.historictrinidad.com
1-866--480-4750

frontiersman in the Bent County area. Exhibits showcase letters and photographs,
while visitors can explore the grounds that
contain a blacksmith shop, 1876 jail, and
carriage house. (719) 456-2507 or

boggs.htm

hist_sites/pueblo/pueblo.htm

Walk in the
footsteps of our
pioneer Legends
and see what
they left behind.

Flanking the Air Gardens at the U.S.
Air Force Academy are the 150-foot-tall,
aluminum, glass and steel Cadet Chapel
and the Eagle and Fledglings Statue,
dedicated in 1958.

The reconstructed 1862 adobe fort re-creates a burgeoning 19th-century Colorado
town with unique artifacts, such as an original 1850 letter written by Abraham Lincoln
to one of his clients, musical instruments,
and rifles. The six-acre site contains a country store, schoolhouse, log cabin, and saloon. (719) 742-5501 or
www.southerncolorado.info/
attraction.php?id=80

KIT CARSON MUSEUM

The 1940 adobe building houses this
3,000-square-foot museum, which highlights Kit Carson’s work as a trapper and
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John and Margaret Thatcher’s 1893
Richardsonian Romanesque home was designed by New York architect Henry Hudson Holly and remained a family residence
for 75 years. Visitors can see original
Tiffany chandeliers, mahogany woodwork,
and Turkish rugs. Docents lead 60-minute
guided tours through the 27,000-squarefoot home’s 37 period furnished rooms.
(719) 545-5290 or www.rosemount.org

TRINIDAD HISTORY
MUSEUM COMPLEX

This historic city block includes three 19thcentury historic sites: the 1882 French-style
Bloom mansion; the 1873 Baca house with
Rio Grande textiles; and the Santa Fe Trail
Museum with unique regional artifacts,
such as Kit Carson’s buckskin coat. Visitors
can take a 60-minute guided tour of both
the Bloom mansion and Baca house, as
well as a self-guided tour through the
Santa Fe Trail Museum. (719) 846-7217 or
www.coloradohistory.org/hist_sites/trinidad/
trinidad.htm
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